Banská Bystrica Canine Defence Competition 2024

                                                             Propositions 

Obedience: 5 exercises - (heeling dog and handler according to SVV2, overcoming unconventional obstacle or set of obstacles, positions at the leg, barking at the leg, shooting).

Defence: building area search (20 points), handler attack (20 points), basket work (20 points), aggression (30 points), apprehension through a water obstacle (30 points), incorruptibility (20 points) , apprehension in reduced visibility (30 p.) and control exercice (40 p.). Total: 250 points.
The objective of the second edition of the Canine Defence Competition is to evaluate the nature, character and training of participating dogs, deepen mutual contacts, and exchange experiences in the field of cynology. Anyone can participate in the competition based on registration and payment of the entry fee. It is the owner´s responsibility to have the dog microchipped and properly vaccinated. A veterinary check-up will be conducted before the competition, and competitors are required to provide vaccination records. The handler is responsible for any damages caused by his dogs during the entire competition. To avoid injury, we ask for disciplined behavior, and adherence to the organizer´s and judge´s instructions.  Throughout the competition, the use of chain, smooth nylon, or leather collars that are not designed for tightening is permitted. It is also allowed to use a harness. In the disciplines of the building area search and basket work exercises, the dog handler must ensure that the muzzle or basket is securely attached so the dog cannot remove it. The use of spiked and electronic collars is prohibited during the entire competition. No motivational aids (balls, treats, etc.) are allowed with the handler during the discipline of obedience and defence exercise.

                                                       OBEDIENCE EXERCISES:
1. Heeling with the handler (10 m) Z (10 points
    Verbal commands: "Lie down" "Crawl" "Sit down" or "Heel"
The goal of the exercise is for the handler and the dog to crawl through the terrain for a distance of 10 meters. 
Execution: The handler and the unleashed dog stand in the basic position. Upon the judge's command, the handler puts the dog in a lying position and then lies down on its right side. At the judge's next command, the handler gives the verbal command "crawl" to the dog, and the pair crawls in the specified direction for a distance of 10 meters. After completing the distance, the handler stands up upon the judge's command, and the dog remains lying down. Upon the judge's next command, the handler and the dog take the basic position and finish the exercise.
Comments on the execution: During crawling, it is possible to take short breaks and praise the dogs throughout the exercise, but not to touch them. The dog can crawl either by dragging its back legs behind or by lifting the rear part of its body only enough to slide the back legs underneath. The handler can address the dog by name before the command.
Evaluation: Minor faults: The dog does not crawl completely correctly, at the end of the exercise it leaves the place prematurely, or changes its position, additional commands, or other minor deficiencies associated with the exercise. Major faults: The dog repeatedly lifts itself, bothers the handler, rolls around, or the handler does not crawl along with the dog. Failure to complete the exercise: The dog does not crawl, physical interference with the dog.

2. Sit down, lie down, Stand (on the leash at the handler's heel) ZP (10 points)
    Verbal commands: "Sit down" "Lie down" "Stand"
    Gesture commands: - a small tap with the left hand on the thigh - wave the left hand over the dog's head and body from front to back - slight bending and straightening of the knees
The goal of the exercise is for the dog to quickly, precisely and willingly take prescribed positions at the handler's left leg upon a single command or gesture.
Execution: The handler with the leashed dog stand in the basic position. Upon the judge's instructions, the handler gives the appropriate commands and gestures to the dog to assume the prescribed positions. The dog responds to the commands by assuming the appropriate positions, always so that its right shoulder is at the level of the handler's left knee. The handler can address the dog by name before giving each command.
Comments on the execution: The handler holds the leash loosely in his right hand and does not influence the dog when taking individual positions. The dog should not move while taking the positions. The judge has the right to repeat the assumption of each position if there are doubts about its correct execution.
Evaluation: Minor faults: The dog moves, the dog changes the given position before the handler´s command (staying in the given position), auxiliary or incorrect commands, assistance, approaching the dog, handler´s disturbance during the exercise and other minor inaccuracies during the performance of this exercise. Major faults: Failure to take one of the positions, physical touch on the dog, leash assistance, unwillingness to take the positions, sign of fear. Failure to complete the exercise: If the dog does not perform any of the positions.

3. Barking (dog sits on a leash at the handler's leg) ZP (10 points)
    Verbal command: "Bark"
     Gesture command: - bend the right hand and wave the raised index finger at eye level three times against the dog in one-second intervals, then pause.
The goal of the exercise is for the dog to bark loudly several times upon the handler's command and gesture.
Execution: The handler with the leashed dog stands in the basic position. The handler holds the leash in his left hand. At the judge's instruction, the handler gives the dog the command "bark" and with a gesture by bending the right hand with the raised index finger and shaking it three times against the dog in one-second intervals. The dog should bark immediately and loudly at least three times without changing its position. After completing the exercise, both the handler and the dog will take the basic position.
Evaluation: Minor faults: Slight changes in position, auxiliary commands, or other minor inaccuracies associated with the performance of this exercise. Major faults: Occasional, indistinct barking, changing and independently reassuming the position. If the dog changes its position during barking, it loses 5 points. Failure to complete the exercise: The dog does not bark.

4. Calmness of the dog when shooting (10 points)
The dog should remain in the position determined by the handler. It is up to the judge to entrust the person who will shoot, or the handler will perform the shooting himself. The dog's natural reaction (e.g., turning its head towards the direction of the shot) is not evaluated.
Evaluation: Minor faults: Not evaluated in this exercise. Major faults: Aggression, or such manifestations that are still manageable but devalue the performance of individual exercises. Failure to perform the exercise with subsequent disqualification: The dog reacts by fleeing or is unable to perform further exercises. If the dog exhibits this reaction, the exercise is canceled.
                                                      DEFENCE EXERCISES

1. Building Area Search  (20 points)
The goal of the exercise is for the dog to search a given space and, within a time limit, actively bark and indicate the decoy by charging. After finding the decoy, the handler signals the find to the judge by raising their hand. Subsequently, the handler and the judge proceed to check the correctness of the person's marking. 
The time limit will be determined by the judge on the spot. Failure to mark the decoy within the time limit and/or the dog's lack of interest in the hidden decoy results in the cancellation of the exercise.

2. Handler Attack (20 points)
The handler, with the dog attached, conducts a patrol of the guarded non-transparent area. During the patrol, they encounter a person who shows no signs of aggression but refuses to identify himself. The handler conducts a search of the person who has a weapon. After that, the patrol then escorts the person to a car, where his identity will be verified. The handler secures the patrol and at the same time provides rear escort at a maximum distance of 7 meters without a leash and without a muzzle. The handler instructs both the patrol and the person. If the person attacks the patrol, the dog must immediately take independent and forceful action. At the moment of the attack, the handler remains standing in place without giving a command and waits for further instructions from the judge. The attack is directed at either the handler or the patrol; that is, if the decoy manages to touch the handler or the patrol, it results in a loss of half of the total points. Using the leash during rear escort, failure to find a weapon on the suspicious person, the dog's hesitation, insufficiently forceful bite, or assistance from the handler by command are considered errors.
The exercise consists of several parts: Search (5 points), Rear Escort (5 points), The procedure itself (10 points).
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3. Basketwork (20 points)
 In this discipline, the dog's initial frightening behavior before the procedure itself and the aggressive onset of the muzzled dog are evaluated. 
The goal of the exercise is to prevent an unauthorized person from entering the guarded area. The exercise begins with the handler taking the basic stance together with the dog in a defined space. The dog has a tightly fitted muzzle and is attached to a leash. An unauthorized person enters the space. The handler warns the person that he is not authorized to enter the space. He asks her to stop, whereupon the person refuses to cooperate and vulgarly demands entry. The handler releases the dog on the length of the leash without letting go of the leash. 
The exercise evaluates the stopping effect, decisiveness, commitment of the dog, and also the handler's tactics.

4. Agression (30 points)
A dog handler with a dog on a leash and without a muzzle is called to a situation where individuals clearly under the influence of alcohol are engaged in a verbal conflict. The verbal conflict starts to escalate, and one of the individuals attacks the handler. The handler immediately releases the leash and lets the dog work independently. The handler remains standing in place. The dog independently and decisively intervenes against the attacking person. 
Evaluation includes decisiveness, firmness of the bite, the dog's combativeness, release, guarding, and recall. 20+10 points

5. Apprehension through a Water Obstacle (30 points)
A person appears in the area who, upon challenge, decides not to cooperate and is armed. The handler releases the dog without a muzzle and immediately runs after the dog. The dog overcomes the obstacle decisively and as quickly as possible, and then resists the pressure from the decoy, ultimately restraining the decoy with a full and firm bite
Evaluation in total 30 points.

6. Incorruptibility (20 points)
A chained dog with a basket on a previously prepared chain is meant to show fearlessness, incorruptibility and distrust of strangers. The decoy's task is to untie the dog while using treats. The decoy's working time is 30 seconds or two unsuccessful attempts. The handler leaves the dog out of sight. 
Evaluation in total 20 points.

7. Detention in reduced visibility (30 points)
The handler stands at a designated location from where he controls the protective zone. An unauthorized person enters the protective zone without responding to the warning. Subsequently, the dog is used to detain the person. After releasing the dog, the handler immediately follows behind. Upon the judge's signal, the phase of release, guarding, and recall follows.

8. Control Exercise (40 points)
The dog overcomes the pressure from the decoy and decisively stops him with a firm bite, and then performs a release, which is evaluated with 10 points in this exercise. 
Total evaluation 30 points + 10 points.

Before each discipline, the competitors will be instructed by the judge. Demonstrator dog will be used in the disciplines where it is possible. During the entire competition, various props and objects will be used to test the dog's psychological resistance. If the dog shows signs of fear, the judge terminates the exercise, the decoy drops the items, and if possible, the exercise ends with a bite without further pressure on the dog.
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